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The VI Conference of the Americas
Juan T. O’Naghten

Vice President, Cuban Association


The VI Conference of the Americas was held in Coral Gables, Florida, from the 3rd through the 6th of November, 2005.  It brought together approximately 150 members of the Order representing the Grand Magistry, CIOMAL, Malterser International and the National Associations and Embassies of the Order located in Latin America.


Although H.M.E.H. Fra’ Andrew Bertie, the Prince and Grand Master was expected to preside over the conference, he was unable to make it at the last moment.  Instead, a statement was read on his behalf at the opening of the Conference by H.E. Jean-Pierre Mazery, the Grand Chancellor.  Also present from the Grand Magistry were the majority of the members of the Sovereign Council, including H.E. Albrecht von Boeselager, the Grand Hospitaller, H.E. Gian Carlo Chiavari, Receiver of the Common Treasure, and H.E. Fra’ Fra’ John A. MacPherson, H.E. Fra’ Elie de Comminges, H.E. Antonio R. Sanchez-Corea, Jr., and H.E. Winfried Henckel von Donnersmarck.


The Conference had two basic components: one was comprised of five working groups the purpose of which was to make recommendations in respect of the implementation of the conclusions reached at the Strategic Planning Conference of the Order which was held in Malta in January, 2004, and the other consisted of technical meetings of various officers of the National Associations.


The Conference was opened on the evening of with the celebration of a solemn Mass at the Church of the Little Flower in Coral Gables on the evening of November 3.  The Mass was presided by H.Emmin. Andrés Cardinal Rodríguez Maradiaga, Cardinal Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras and Head Chaplain of the Honduran Association, and was concelebrated by, amongst others, H.Emmin. Luis Cardinal Aponte Martínez, Archbishop Emeritus of San Juan de Puerto Rico, H.E. John Clement Favalora, Archbishop of Miami and Conventual Chaplain ad Honorem ascribed to the American Association, H.E. Angelo Acerbi, Titualar Archbishop of Zella and the Prelate of the Order, Rev. Msgr. Tomás Marín, Conventual Chaplain ad Honorem ascribed to the Cuban Association, Rev. Patrick H. O’Neill, Conventual Chaplain ad Honorem ascribed to the American Association and Rev. Arthur Dennison, Pastor of the Church of the Little Flower.  


Cardinal Rodríguez Maradiaga’s homily set the tone for the Conference.  He focused on the role of the Order within the Church, that of serving the poor and the sick and defense of the faith.  He observed that the Church, although based in tradition, needs to evolve with the world in order to address the problems of the times with the word of the Lord.  He noted that we frequently ignore one or the other of these forces, tradition and evolution, when we seek to advance the teachings of the Church, which frequently works to the disadvantage of the Church.  If we ignore tradition in order to meet the evolving needs of the world, we risk presenting solutions which are not in accord with the teachings of Christ, but if insist on tradition at the expense of not evolving we risk ossifying the institutional Church and making it irrelevant to the vast majority of the people who she is intended to serve.  The challenge which faced the participants to the Conference, the Cardinal said, was to implement solutions geared to solving today’s problems but respectful of and consistent with the ancient traditions of our Order. 


The next morning, the Conference began working in earnest.  The opening session included a welcoming address by Fernando T. García-Chacón y Chacón, President of the Cuban Association, which acted as host, and introductory remarks by the members of the Sovereign Council.  Thereafter, the five working groups dedicated to the implementing the recommendations of the Malta Conference met for the next day and a half.  The were focused on (i) Spirituality and Membership in the Order, (ii) Stimulating the Personal Commitment of the Members to the Work of the Order, (iii)  Developing Joint Projects for Latin America – Crafting Joint Solutions to Shared Problems, (iv) Selecting and Attracting Appropriate Members, and (v) The Work of the Diplomatic Corps – Coordination with efforts of National Association and Effective Advocacy of the Goals of the Order.  


Most of the technical meetings were held on the afternoon of the November 5.  Delegates of Communication, the Hospitallers, the Head Chaplains and the general officers of the National Associations (such as Vice Presidents, Chancellors, Treasurers, and Executive Directors).  The Hospitaller’s meeting lasted over several days and presentations on the activities of the various Associations.  There was also a presentation by Nicolas de Cock de Rameyen and Ingo Radtke, respectively President and Secretary General of Malteser International, the international relief agency of the Order which used to be known by its old acronym, ECOM.


The Conference closed on the morning of November 6 with the presentation of the reports by each of the working groups.  Also of great interest was a presentation on the work of the Order in respect of false orders.  As many of you are aware, there are many groups and individuals who raise funds pretending to being affiliated Order.  These groups and individuals have raised over US$5 billion over the past five years, with no substantial amounts being given to charity and do great harm to the reputation of the Order.  The Conference closed with a Mass presided by the Prelate of the Order at which a Choir comprised of religious women from the recently organized congregation, The Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

